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Place: Heaven
Time: Present

Characters: Alice Bird, Franc Roads, Mary Allen, HaBiggs, Suela Pearson, Alice Coffin,
Ella Steward

(Enter Mary, Alic Bird and Franc)

Alice Bird:  Franc, for heaven’s sake, your halo ipgilng again?

Franc: It never will stay in place (Tries to stirdign halo.)

Mary: (To Alice) Alice, have you tried he new wing winat is out now?

Alice Bird:  Yes, | have, but | don’t think it’s any bettthan the old feather oil that
we’'ve used for ages.

Franc: Don't let St. Christopher hear you say thasheen developing the wing wax
for eons.

(Everyone chuckles....)

(Enter Suela and Hattie)

Suela: Do you girls know what day it is down on earth?
Hattie: It is the th Anniversary of our founding of Eh&.O. Sisterhood at lowa
Wesleyan.

Alice Bird:  Wasn't that fun marching in to chapel wegrour matching aprons and stars?
Everyone was so surprised and curious! And those I.Qulslig’t believe what
they were seeing.

(Enter Alice Coffin and Ella Steward)

Mary: Oh good, you're here! Grab a cloud and join us..weee just talking about
when we founded P.E.O.



Alice Coffin

Ella:

Hattie:

Who would have thought we had started somgtemimportant to the women of
the world?

Yes, at a time when education for women wasenoburage, we certainly were
on the right path.

Allie, your idea of a star for our emblem visadliant. It’s still as appropriate now

as it ever was?

Alice Coffin:

Suela:

Alice Bird:

That was a heavenly idea, wasn't it?

It really is amazing that most of the ideaslexeloped then still apply today,
such as our “Objects and Aims,” and our rituals and ousgoa

| am so glad we kept the letters P.E.O.a@adtof changing to Greek letters. It
means so much more to the members and is makes us aicbynonganization
instead of a college sorority.

(All girls voice agreement to this statement.)

Franc:

Alice Coffin:

Mary:

Ella:

Everything you girls have said is true, and bes$ideisg fun, our sisterhood has
brought to women increased opportunities for higher educatio

Yes, in 1907, the P.E.O. Educational Loand-(now referred to as ELF) was
founded to lend money to women needing education beyohdsbigol. Just
think how many women have benefitted from this oppaiguni pursue higher
education. ELF celebrated its {DBirthday in the year 2007.

Well, remember what H.G. Wells wrote after nmgka study of American
women, and | quote, “I am no prophet, but; as | haveleatthe Women'’s
Suffrage Association and the W.C.T.U. each achievingridwide climax in its
noble purpose, | think | can see the P.E.O. Sisterhmbdead with, and impelled
by its spiritual and educational ideals coming on leattiagrzan ahead of all the
other women’s organizations, upward, toward the great wbniéx of putting
soul into education.”

We left quite a legacy. Just remember what happeitedilice Cottey, Founder
of Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri. After becomirfg.B.0., Alice realized
that her goals in education were much the sameEa® PEven the flower and
colors for the college were identical to P.E.O. &hated Cottey to be safe and
cared for so she offered it to Supreme Chapter in 1927 davbed and supported
by the P.E.O. Sisterhood. Supreme accepted the gift. THeAtBlversary of
Cottey College was celebrated in 1984.



Hattie:

Suela:

Alice Bird:

Franc:

Suela:

Alice Coffin:

Mary:

Franc:

Ella:

Yes, does everyone recall how the Inteonati Peace Scholarship (IPS) fund was
established. During World War 11, the chapters went teegetind established the
P.E.O. Victory Fund which purchased five clubmobiles. Tlekg@mobiles were
used as recreation and disaster units overseas fob6garon the front lines.

After the war ended, P.E.O.s realized the importafhservice to World Peace so
the P.E.O. United Victory Fund became the Internati®eace Scholarship
fund... providing scholarships for foreign students to studynirerica and then
return to their home country.

The fourth project the P.E.O.s have funded geasfarther towards our goals.
The Program for Continuing Education supplies grantsotmew in the United
States and Canada who wish to become better edwatadore self-sufficient.
This is a great fund for women who, for some redsome had their education
interrupted. Then, in 1991, the P.E.O . Scholar Awards established to help
women in the United States and Canada pursue advancedslegfer advanced
study and research. You should see the resumes ofcddh@se women, most
impressive!

We should be very proud of ourselves!

And, just recently the P.E.O. Foundation weabéished as a service to P.E.O.s.
Tax deductible contributions to this fund are managed ByCP.and the
contributions go to supporting all P.E.O. projects. Whgteat idea!

Remember the fun we had at our meetings? lkxedsg when some of our
members moved away and started new chapters. We badamdy of chapters.
| heard from St. Christopher the other day that in 2B8i% were almost 250,000
members and close to 6,000 active chapters. That's staggaough to almost
make me fall off my cloud!

It was especially flattering when they weal to different states and organized
chapters there. For example, remember the chapterdsby Laura Rice in
Mississippi. They met twice a week, they were sbuesiastic!

What a time International Chapter has had vstiname! Since the first National
Convention in 1882, it has changed the name three tissit was Grand
Chapter, then Supreme Grand Chapter, then Supreme Claaqoteiow
International Chapter. Wonder what they’ll change mext?

Going along with changes, I like the changg thade from “Blessed Be the Tie
That Binds” to the P.E.O. Ode, written by Carolingttie of Chapter G of
Colorado It was firm sung at Supreme Convention in 1@®g&ye it was adopted.

Our sisterhood has brown since those early, ga such wild stories our
International officers had to tell about organizing maihe chapters!



Hattie:

Alice Coffin:

| always laugh when I think of Viola Whittlgsaecond Vice President of
Supreme. She went to Carlsbad, New Mexico on Janua®9R9, forty years to
the day after P.E.O. was founded to organize Chaptéfhen she arrived at the
station, no one was there to meet her. Her legtimg them she was coming had
gone astray. Not only that, five of the seven homeslved in the new chapter
organization had whooping cough and her supplies for tleenogry weren't all
there. They say “misfortune builds character.” ¥iotust have been really strong
after that organization!

And now they use those fancy computers saml their messages by e-mail.
What a change we have seen in P.E.O. over the gas!y

(Everyone chuckles)

Suela:

Alice Bird:

Franc:

Alice Coffin:

Mary:

| think one of my favorite parts of P.E.Ohs B.1.L.s and their parties.

You still haven’t changed, have you Suela? abvays like the parties; but, |
agree, | liked them too.

| like best the Centerville, lowa, story omvitbe B.l.L.s originated.

Oh, yes! The five members of the Anci€rder of Bachelors met their
“Waterloo” when they met and married the five P.E.0hey became brothers-
in-law to the sisters and to each other...hence thalsB.I.L.

Aren’t the girls fortunate the B.I.Ls have besnsupportive through the years?
And, oh, what they think our letters stand for. Sofr@se are soooo funny,
good, and creative!

(Girls voice agreement.)

Ella:

Hattie:

Suela:

Mary:

Just think of all the famous women who have hgdal to P.E.O. over the years.
As an example, the daughter-in-law of Abraham Lineeds a P.E.O.!

And wasn’t that chapter in Washington, D.C. lualken Bess Truman dimitted
into it when Harry Truman went to Washington? At theetHarry was President,
Bess entertained her chapter at the White House whes iher turn to have the
meeting!

Mary, was that the same chapter that retymedP.E.O. pin after it was lost for
42 years?

Yes, wasn't that remarkable? | lost my pin whikgting an aunt in Washington
in 1882. In 1924, Chapter J invited me to be their special gliesy. presented
me with a gift and when | opened it, there was mginal P.E.O. pin! The owner
of my aunt’s old home found the pin when digging up dirttler flower boxes.



(Everyone agrees verbally how lucky it was.)

Alice Bird: ~ (Turns to Mary) Since you lived on earth longgan the rest of us, Mary, you
experienced more of the rewards of our early yelan®dk. You were able to turn
the first spade of soil in the ground breaking ceremonthe P.E.O. Memorial
Library at lowa Wesleyan College in Mount Pleasant.

Mary: Yes, the ground breaking ceremony was held on datGa1927. The Library
was dedicated the following September. | would have siyedjthe excitement
of the dedication, but the Lord called me here batosas finished.

Ella: One of our really big achievements to place that Library was the P.E.O.
Record. Having our own publication was a great step forvwaetdnember the
first issue was January, 1889; our darling Editor sewegalyes together on her
sewing machine at home. What a difference in the appesadt the P.E.O.
Record after being in publication for _ years! The lo@k is sleek and
the “Little Girl” logo so appropriate to the new mil@um.

Suela: You know, after all of this reminiscing | realibe rich heritage and example we
have left to the members of the Sisterhood...a wayeofdshioned on a plain
background of everyday living, a pattern of glowing beaatyded on to them to
admire, to copy and to treasure always.

Alice Bird:  Yes, | believe our sisters today treastmese values as we always have. Alice, do
you remember by chance, the message you sent to the&Ctmwantion in 18877?

Alice Coffin: Oh, yes, | remember. You know, being agel and having total recall does have
its advantages at times. (Clears throat and stewsifd toward the audience.

“| greet you as sisters. May you raise the standdrts®womanhood, elevate
the fallen, help the weak, give smiles, scatter bdeesoms, make light the
burdens of the oppressed, and may our badge of sinaedityi@ndship — our
Star — be emblematic of the Star of Bethlehem, a dardeur Sisterhood to
holier, purer and better things than earth can gias. we, indeed, be stars
among women in whatever vocation we fill.”

The End

(Script material came from P.E.O. Records.)






